
51 ideas to celebrate Earth day 
 
This year marks the 51st anniversary of Earth Day.  
On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans - 10% of the U.S. population 
at the time - took to the streets, college campuses, and hundreds of 
cities to protest environmental issues and demand change for our 
planet going forward. The goal of Earth Day is to raise awareness for 
climate change, protecting the worlds resources, and environment. 
Earth Day is one of the largest civic events that takes place 
throughout the world. 
Consider the following, to create a more sustainable Michigan, and 
contribute to a healthier and cleaner planet. 
Here are 51 ideas: 

1. Build a birdhouse or bird feeder. 
2. Plant a pollinator garden. 
3. Go bird watching. 
4. Look out for invasive species (plant and aquatic) 
5. Become a Paddle Steward. 
6. Bees – beekeeping/pollinators. 
7. Butterflies – watch for/plant gardens, raingardens 
8. Clean up your neighborhood. 
9. Sign up for air quality alerts. 
10. Learn about dunes. 
11. Learn about wetlands. 
12. Visit a former brownfield site. 
13. Learn about Michigan’s geology. 
14. Visit a Michigan brewery part of the recycling co-op (ages 

21 and older). 
15. Become a shoreland steward. 
16. Maintain your septic system. 
17. Check out the Recycling Racoons and learn how to 

recycle right! 
18. Start composting. 
19. Take household hazardous waste to a collection event.  
20. Plant a tree. 
21. Collect electronic waste to recycle. 
22. Volunteer at an environmental event. 

https://www.michigan.gov/invasives
https://www.michigan.gov/mienvironment/0,9349,7-385-90161-552100--,00.html
https://youtu.be/Tt61iKkaSH4
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/wrd-nps-landscape4wq_401217_7.pdf
https://youtu.be/3KjOOaMDHHo
http://miair.enviroflash.info/
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3311_4114---,00.html
https://youtu.be/CpMLGeGNoGo
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?app=desktop&list=PLXCrWyRfRQVVqTNGlpQ00qu3qnKWcKJfS
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3311_3582---,00.html
https://www.nextcyclemichigan.com/ncmi-stories/kzoocraftbrewcoop
https://www.mishorelandstewards.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3313_71618_51002-455688--,00.html
https://recyclingraccoons.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3312_4123-185537--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3312_4118-70304--,00.html
https://www.ahealthiermichigan.org/2017/04/19/8-reasons-why-you-should-plant-a-tree-for-earth-day/
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-70153_70155_3585_4130_18096-208087--,00.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=michigan+earth+day+events+2021&safe=active&rlz=1C1GGRV_enUS768US768&sxsrf=ALeKk02FvalxxIUgjpVHNDb2flOdVLC4gg:1617648421986&ei=JVtrYPzFO8y3tAbV1r34BQ&oq=michigan+earth+day+events+2021&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyCAghEBYQHRAeMggIIRAWEB0QHjIICCEQFhAdEB4yCAghEBYQHRAeUJsBWKcFYLwGaABwAngAgAHAAYgBkQaSAQMwLjWYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6wAEB&sclient=gws-wiz&uact=5&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2p9n94efvAhVIVs0KHWIgD7cQ8eoFKAJ6BAgEEA8#htivrt=events&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIxLTA0LTE3fDY0MDY3MzU1MDc1MDMwMzcxNDM%3D&fpstate=tldetail


23. Become a Clean Water Ambassador. 
24. Fix a Leak. 
25. Learn about environmental justice issues. 
26. Learn about climate change. 
27. Upgrade your most used bulbs to LED bulbs. 
28. Upgrade to a smart thermostat to manage your energy. 
29. Use smart power strips to reduce your energy usage. 
30. Activate sleep settings on all office machines. 
31. Recycle old refrigerator/freezer by contacting your electric 

utility about available rebate programs. 
32. Schedule an energy consultation or rebate with your 

utility. 
33. Recycle old books. 
34. Get rid of old medicine at a drug take back location. 
35. Learn about E-coli. 
36. Check out beach watch so you know where it’s safe to 

swim this summer. 
37. Learn about old lithium batteries and why its important to 

recycle promptly. 
38. Learn about oil and gas wells in MI. 
39. Learn about Michigan’s open burning requirements. 
40. Learn how landfills work. 
41. Check out the recycling directory to find locations nearby 

that recycle unique materials, like concrete, bricks, food 
waste, etc. 

42. Learn about asbestos. 
43. Learn how air quality is monitored. 
44. Learn how wastewater treatment plants work. 
45. Learn where your water comes from. 
46. Learn about Michigan’s mineral mines. 
47. Learn about Michigan’s metal mines. 
48. Learn about raingardens. 
49. Test your home for radon before summer. 
50. Learn what EGLE is doing to help build a charging 

network for electric vehicles. 
51. Learn about ozone. 

https://www.michigan.gov/cleanwater/0,9779,7-411-98112_98374---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/cleanwater/0,9779,7-411-105853_105854---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/environmentaljustice
https://www.michigan.gov/climateandenergy/0,4580,7-364-98206---,00.html
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/save-electricity-and-fuel/lighting-choices-save-you-money/led-lighting
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/thermostats
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/articles/save-energy-your-household-smart-power-strip
https://www.energystar.gov/products/low_carbon_it_campaign/more_it_energy_saving_tips
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-70153_69695-405727--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3312_4118_74618---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3313_3681_3686_3728-383659--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79135_81057_88053---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mienvironment/0,9349,7-385-90161-552195--,00.html
https://youtu.be/7F7cCnILYYc
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3310_4106_70665_70668---,00.html
https://youtu.be/kqWKqkPswBM
https://recyclesearch.com/profile/michigan-directory
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3310_70314_81014---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3310_70316---,00.html
https://youtu.be/OrcHrZQUiSM
https://youtu.be/MALUGGUX384
https://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-rain-rain-gardens
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3312_4120_4196---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/climateandenergy/0,4580,7-364-85453_85458-547591--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/climateandenergy/0,4580,7-364-85453_85458-547591--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mienvironment/0,9349,7-385-90161-533723--y_2020,00.html

